
Stroud District Councillors’ Report – December 2021

Report of meetings during November 

All Stroud District Council and Committee papers can be found here: 
https://www.stroud.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/meetings

Recordings of meetings are available via the Committee meeting webpage on the Council’s You Tube 
channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeH_AmF0s-TShcYlM8Stweg/videos

Housing Committee – 2 November 

Committee papers can be found here. The committee discussed the following items: 

 Revised Tenancy Estates Management Policy – to implement ‘The Social Housing White Paper 
2020’. 

 Revised Homeseeker Plus Allocations Policy – to address areas where the Homeseeker Plus policy 
was open to interpretation and could be implemented differently across the partnership.

 Mobility Scooters Policy for Council properties – to highlight the positive aspects of owning and using 
a mobility scooter and that storage and charging must be achieved safely for all. 

 Council's Out of Hours Call Out Provision - corrective action to strengthen the call out provision for 
council tenants following a recent audit report.  Update and progress acknowledged. 

 Volunteering Policy (Independent living) – new policy improving the management of volunteers and 
the volunteer experience. 

 Pet Policy – update of pet policy – balancing tenant wellbeing with socially responsible pet ownership - 
reported in Stroud News & Journal here (“Cockerels to banned from Council Houses”). 

 Warm & Well Partnership Renewal – continuing to contribute £20K for core funding to the partnership 
which provides advice and support to those in fuel poverty.  Also renewed the Council’s membership of 
the Partnership with other local authorities in Gloucestershire and with South Gloucestershire Council –
with SDC as the lead authority, and supporting the submission and acceptance of a bid for £5.2 million 
to the Sustainable Warmth Competition for energy efficiency improvements to the homes of those in 
fuel poverty under the Warm & Well Scheme.

Development Control Committee – 23 November 

Two items were considered – both were approved (see papers here): 

 Littlecombe Zone E, Lister Road, Dursley (S.20/2098/FUL)
Residential development comprising 28 dwellings together with public open space, access, parking, 
landscaping and associated works.

 Cambridge Avenue, Dursley (S.21/1025/FUL)

Demolition of existing buildings and erection of thirteen affordable dwellings, with landscaping, 
parking and associated works.

Strategy & Resources Committee – 25 November 

Committee papers can be found here
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 Fit for the Future Programme – brief update on the change programme which aims to put the 
communities at the heart of the council’s work.  There are four workstreams: Community Connection, 
Service Delivery, People and Organisational Development and Technology & Digital.  Council 
processes will be improved with a digital first approach where possible – leaving more time to support 
residents who are not online.  The first two services / processes to be improved are Customer Services 
and Waste & Recycling.  

 Property update – report on property reviews since 2019 and timetable for updating the Corporate 
Asset Management Strategy.  The planned review of Public Conveniences has been delayed until early
2023.   A map was shared, showing the diversity of council assets – from The Pulse leisure centre to 
Woodchester Mansion,  Nailsworth Fountain and Stringers Wood. 

 Performance Management Framework agreed. 

 A Revised Social Value Policy was approved. The Public Sector (Social Value) Act 2012 sets out 
public sector organisations’ responsibilities to consider social value in higher value service contracts, or 
where there is a service element in goods or works contracts.  

SDC is now implementing the Social Value Portal (SVP) to enable the Council to measure and report 
on its Social Value activity and to highlight the benefits. The SVP is an online solution that allows 
organisations to report both non-financial and financial data, and measures environmental, social and 
economic activities delivered through a project in terms that are meaningful to local residents and 
businesses.  It uses the National TOMs (Themes, Outcomes and Measures) Framework that was 
developed in collaboration with the Local Government Association.  SDC will use the SVP for all 
procurements over £75,000.  Wherever possible, procurements below £75K should also seek social 
value benefits from contracts.

 A Draft Economic Development Strategy for the District for the next 10 years was approved for 
consultation (link).  The Strategy sets out 88 actions (in coloured lines on pages 12-18) to support the 
vision for a sustainable, inclusive and thriving economy for businesses, communities and visitors.  

Parish clusters are shown on page 19 of the draft Strategy with a proposal for how the Strategy will be 
delivered spatially across the district – with the top 3 priority areas for each of the parish clusters – 
indicating where commitments relating to the key priorities are more likely to have an impact.

Many of the actions are for SDC to work in partnership with others and to support locally led action.  
Some actions where SDC leads, link to ongoing projects, such as restoration of the Cotswolds Canals.  
One of the new actions in the Strategy is for SDC to recruit a Tourism Officer.  

The strategy identifies five economic objectives 

o Improve skills and opportunities and reduce inequalities 

o Reduce carbon and ecological impacts 

o Boost our market towns and rural vitality 

o Support advanced and connected work spaces and communities 

o Support inward investment into the local economy 

Priority areas for the local economy are identified as: 

o The green economy 

o Retail and hospitality 

o Tourism and the visitor economy 

o The arts and culture 

o Agriculture, agritech and rural diversification 

o Manufacturing and advanced engineering

Other reports to the committee, for information, were presented on: 

 Performance Monitoring  

 Gloucestershire Economic Growth Joint Committee (GEGJC)  - which covered employment, 
skills and economic recovery.
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 Gloucestershire Economic Growth Scrutiny Committee (GEGSC) – on the Gloucestershire 
Transport Strategy, £m funding for the Gloucestershire Renewable Energy, Energy & Nuclear Skills 
(GREEN) Centre at Berkeley,  Modern Methods of Construction for new, zero carbon homes – 
which offer cost savings due to a quicker build with a modular approach.

 Regeneration and Investment Board – (link)  with updates on the following: 

o Levelling up Fund (LUF) bid for a Stroud Town Centre ‘package’ bid that will bring benefits 
to the whole district (see below).

o One Public Estate (Zero Carbon Project) - which will enable the design and feasibility of 
regeneration schemes at Beeches Green and the Railway Station (Stroud). The funding will 
also be used to review identified public buildings in Stroud, such as Ebley Mill, the Old Town 
Hall and the Subscription Rooms, and make recommendations on their future usage for a 
more efficient use of the public estate. 

o Pipeline Schemes for regeneration. Priorities are Stonehouse Canalside, Brimscombe Port,
May Lane (Dursley), Levelling Up Bid (see above) and Zero Carbon Public Estate. 

o Tricorn House, Stroud – Discussed the efforts that the Council and others are making to 
encourage the owners of the building to bring forward their redevelopment plans. The 
dilapidated former Department of Health and Social Security office, just off the Cainscross 
roundabout, has been empty for over two decades.

o Brimscombe Port – work now underway on this £40m regeneration scheme - to procure a 
Developer partner (Supplier Questionnaires due to be submitted by 6 December). Demolition
on site has started.  A leaflet was delivered to local residents with background on the 
redevelopment proposals; and to invite people to sign up for updates.  

Audit & Standards – 30 November 

The committee papers and meeting recording can be found here

Internal Audit Progress Report – a verbal update was provided on the Out of Hours provision for council 
tenants with assurances that arrangements were in place to avoid the situation over last Christmas when 
there were serious service failures.  All audit report actions are being undertaken.  An update will be 
provided in February. 

Audit Reports: Planning Review Enforcement (link) and Planning Applications (link)–  There was 
considerable debate on both reports which identified numerous failings raising a high number of 
recommendations and actions. 

The Enforcement Audit highlighted deficiencies in procedures, policy, poor and disconnected IT systems, 
and a lack of resource. The department has put together a (business) improvement plan.  It was agreed 
progress on actions will be reported back to a future committee. 

Planning Application Audit – Although the service is performing highly against national metrics, 
improvements on the quality assurance process on accepting/validating applications, consistency of 
process and record keeping are impaired. 

It was agreed that the Strategic Director of Resources, and auditors ARA will discuss if further work can be 
included in next year’s budget as these audits had already taken a large part of the 21/22 plan.

Risk Management Update – The Corporate Risk Register was discussed. 

A Procurement Update showed progress had been made in this area and new policy was generally 
welcomed. 

The Half Year Treasury report was noted, work on Ethical Investment is ongoing and will report Feb/Apr 
22.
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The procurement of the external audit service provision was agreed. The update recommended by the 
Constitution Working Group to the Members Code of Conduct was agreed. 

Covid response 

SDC  Licensing and Covid officers are visiting businesses to give advice and suggestions to help reduce 
the risk of Covid-19.  Following the success of recent seminars to help businesses manage Covid through 
the winter, SDC’s Health and Safety Team has arranged an extra session at the council offices at Ebley Mill
on 13 December, from 10am-1pm - open to all businesses.

https://www.stroud.gov.uk/news-archive/ventilation-is-key-for-hospitality-premises-to-keep-covid-safe-this-
winter

Council Tax consultation – respond by 31 December

The annual Council Tax consultation closes at end of Dec.  The consultation includes two proposals on the 
way Council Tax bills are calculated: 

 A change to the way Council Tax Support bills are calculated – so that Council Tax Support is only 
recalculated if the changes to Universal Credit are £10 per week or more (not every month) to 
reduce the need to constantly issue new bills every time there’s a minor change.   

 To remove the second adult rebate – currently there is a Council Tax rebate if a second adult (not 
partners) in the household is on a low income.

https://www.stroud.gov.uk/news-archive/council-tax-consultation-proposals-to-simplify-the-scheme

Canal Strategy Consultation- respond by 17 December

A survey has been launched to understand how people use the canals in Stroud district, and identify any 
obstacles which may prevent them reaching their full potential. Everyone who uses the canal corridor is 
invited to take part, as well as those who don’t use it – explaining the reasons why they don’t.

The canals include the Gloucester & Sharpness Canal (running from Hardwicke in the north of the District 
to Sharpness in the south), and the two Cotswold Canals (from Saul Junction in the west, to Chalford in the
east). The survey results will help to inform the strategic direction for the future of the canals, and provide a
framework for an action plan which will identify short, medium and long term projects to be delivered by the 
council, stakeholders and local communities. The Draft Canals Strategy will be subject to public 
consultation during early 2022 and the final document will be used to ensure future projects and 
development meet the collective vision and objectives for the future of the canals.

Link: https://www.stroud.gov.uk/stroud-canals-vision

Levelling up Fund bid – Stroud town centre with benefits to the whole district 

SDC is working on a bid, to be finalised next spring, consisting of a package of projects for the 
Government’s Levelling Up Fund. The Council can bid for up to £20 million focusing on town centre 
regeneration, active travel and heritage.  Partners on the bid include Stroud’s MP, Stroud Town Council, 
Gloucestershire County Council, Local Enterprise Partnership and local businesses.  The date for the 
submission for the bid has not been announced by the Government at this stage but it is anticipated for the 
Spring. Further details of the bid proposals will be available in the new year.  

Tree Planting 
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SDC has joined forces with Stroud Valleys Project to create a new woodland with more than 1,000 trees 
this winter, supported by the GCC tree fund which has been granted funds for tree planting by the Forestry 
Commission.  The trees will be planted at Salmon Springs, on SDC owned land.  There’s a video about the 
tree planting here.

Shop local – Christmas campaign 

SDC is encouraging shoppers to ‘think local first’ to support local shops and traders.  A short film (less than
2 mins) – featuring the market towns of Nailsworth, Dursley, Wotton, Stonehouse and Stroud - encourages 
people to shop local and to shop in a Covid-safe way wearing a mask.  

Watch the film here: https://youtu.be/sayN7OBLFRg

Fraud alert - 01453 telephone numbers targeted

Gloucestershire Constabulary are warning residents to be vigilant, as 01453 telephone numbers have been
targeted by fraudsters posing as police officers.  Four incidents have been reported so far involving a 
fraudster who had phoned local residents posing as PC Thomas Daniels from Paddington police station. 
Sadly one victim aged 74 handed over £6,300.  If residents receive calls like this, they should hang up 
straight away and use a different phone to contact the police to report the incident.  If they don't have 
access to another telephone, contact a friend or relative first to ensure that the fraudster has not stayed on 
the line. Victims of fraud should report to the police by calling 101 or reporting to Action Fraud by calling 
03001232040 or online at www.actionfraud.police.uk. 
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